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LIMBURG?





VISIT LIMBURG?



VISION 
Opt for a Limburg that is good for guests and good for Limburgers. 
Invest in tourism as a lever for more prosperity and better quality of 
life for everyone in Limburg.

MISSION 
Give our guests a taste for Limburg and provide them with meaningful 
experiences and so create growth for the entrepreneurs and return for 
the Limburgers.





CREATE EXPERIENCES

1.
create a 

mastervision

2.
confirm

Limburg as 
leading
cycling

province

3.
improve 

attractivity 
of heritage 
by creating 
attractions

4.
create a 
high-end 
walking 

offer

5. 
inclusive 

tourism as 
a basis



CYCLING TOURISM?
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Local thematical 
routes

Within boundaries 
municipalities

No connection



1995





• Collage erfgoed







1995 – 1999 

• Construction
₋ safe
₋ car-free
₋ comfortable

• Connection
₋ blue signs
₋ with The Netherlands

• Collaboration 

• Succes? 500.000 cyclists during 
the first year



2000 - 2015

COMFORTABLE 
INFRASTRUCTURE

COMMUNCIATION EXPERIENCE



RESULT?

2003 First time 2.000.000 cyclists

2006 8th wonder of the world

2006 – 2013  8 times best cycling province in Belgium



1 PRODUCT

27 years
3.700.000 cyclists
20.000 blue signs

20.000 cycle maps sold per year
2.000 km cycle paths

424 cycle nodes
140 volunteers

151 cycle friendly cafés
166 cycle friendly hotels

55 bike rentals
42 municipalities



BASE = QUALITY

Not more, but the best km’s!

• Good cycle paths
• Good signposting
• Attractive landscapes

ABC-Quality principle

• Car-free
• Full of experience
• Comfortable and safe



QUALITY CONTROL

Above all: route selection!

• Website 
• Volunteers: 140
• Provincial maintenance team
• Quality charter
• Investment grants

Provincial route bureau for coordination



MORE CYCLISTS AND BETTER CYCLING TOURISM

More cyclists each year: 3,7 million in 2022.

E-bikes: cycle more often, longer distances and at an older age.

"The cyclist" does not exist.
→ new profiles: ‘bike trip’ groups, young couples,…
→ different profiles have different needs.

More attention to safe and comfortable cycle paths!



RESEARCH (2021 – 2022 )
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Study on day trips in 
Flanders and Brussels.

7,9 million Belgians visit
Limburg.

Average spending: € 28,3.

Mostly for cycling (14,8 %) 
and walking (33,8 %).



RESEARCH (2016, indexed 2021)

small tour big tour multiple days all

€ 16,42 € 23,75 € 90,98* € 30,14

* In France: € 65-105, in Netherlands: € 51 – Figures by ProVelo 29-11-2022 



RESEARCH (2016) 



COOPERATION WITH OUR PARTNERS
• Cycle friendly labels for cafes 

and hotels

• Cycling Tourism Manual

• The bike prominent in all our 
communications

• Specific campaigns to 
highlight bike offers

• Subsidy lines

• Training courses for cafes and 
hotels



MORE THAN CYCLING 
TOURISM
• Limburg has joined the top 3 Flemish 
destinations with the Flemish coast and 
the cities of art.

• 1 out of 5 overnight stays in Flanders 
takes place in Limburg.

• Our 4.4 million overnight stays directly 
bring in more than € 430 million and 
indirectly € 1.4 billion.

• 1 in 10 people work in tourism.



cyclists' paradise

several nominations 
Belgian Bike Province 

of the year

often copied
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2012



international destination 
for recreational cycling

extra layer

cycling synergy



CYCLING SYNERGY



CYCLING SYNERGY
• Inspired by the Norwegian Scenic Routes (©Nasjonale

turistveger).

• Cycle node network as a GRID.

• Focus on USP’s: 
₋ nature
₋ landscapes
₋ heritage.

• Reinforced by INTERVENTIONS:
₋ sustainable, not exchangeable
₋ in harmony and interaction with surroundings
₋ authentic
₋ accessibel to all.

→ XL experiences + scenic routes



XL EXPERIENCES



Cycling 
through 
Water

#FDHW



open since 2016

1.636.304 visitors

The World's 100 
Greatest Places of 
2018 – TIME Magazine

beneficial for nature 
and region



Cycling 
through the 

Trees

#FDDB



776.912 visitors
sinds 2019

construction 
respects nature

beneficial for larger
area



Cycling 
through the 
Heathland

#FDDH



4 km route

wooden bridge 
294 m long

320.307 visitors 
since June 2021



Cycling 
Underground

#FODG





Cycling 
between

Terrils





SCENIC ROUTES



Meuse
Cycle Route

EuroVelo 19



EuroVelo 19

1.166 km

3 countries

part of a riverpark

beautiful villages,  
nature and heritage
along the river Meuse

very popular on 
Eurovelo.com and in 
France



FRUIT
TRAIL





MIN
E

TRAI
L







ICONIC CYCLE ROUTES



Meuse route

Hilly route

Kempen route



ICONIC CYCLE ROUTES

FRANC
E  

NETHERLAN
DS

WALLO
NIA

Brussels

Antwerp

Ghent



LIMBURG?



CYCLING PARADISE

multi-layered
&

internationally 
connected

cycling area



QUESTIONS?

ward.segers@limburg.be

mailto:ward.segers@limburg.be


TAK FOR JERES OPMÆRKSOMHED!
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